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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Gregory A. Stobbs on 09/28/2010. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN system 
comprising: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins an OVPN (Optica l V i rtua l Pr i vat e N e twork) and a second 
signal format which is used in the OVPN are different from each other; and 

an OVPN terminating device for communicating with the user's device, wherein 

the OVPN terminating device is provided with: 

a registering section from the user's device for a first signal format type which is 
used in the user's device together with an IP address of the user's device and a VPNID; 

a notifying section for notifying contents of the registration to other OVPN 
terminating device which controls the same VPNID as the user's device; 
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a retrieving section for the first signal format type which corresponds to the IP 
address and the VPNID in the user's device according to a calling connection request 
from the user's device by referring to the information which is registered by the 
registering section, and 

a selecting section for selecting the first signal format which is used by the user's 
device according to a result in the retrieving section when data is transported from the 
user's device, 

wherein the registering section is provided with a section for registering a port 
identifier for the user's own device and a port identifier for the OVPN terminating device 
or an interface identifier which corresponds to at least a first signal format which is used 
in the user's device together with the IP address of the user's device and the VPNID. 

2. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with a user's device which joins an OVPN 
comprising: 

a port: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 
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a registering section from the user's device for a first signal format type which is 
used in the user's device together with an IP address of the user's device and a VPNID; 

a notifying section for notifying contents of the registration to other OVPN 
terminating device which controls the same VPNID as the user's device; 

a retrieving section for the first signal format type which corresponds to the IP 
address and the VPNID in the user's device according to a calling connection request 
from the user's device by referring to the information which is registered by the 
registering section, and 

a selecting section for selecting the first signal format which is used by the user's 
device according to a result in the retrieving section when data is transported from the 
user's device, 

wherein the registering section is provided with a section for registering a port 
identifier for the user's own device and a port identifier for the OVPN terminating device 
or an interface identifier which corresponds to at least a first signal format which is used 
in the user's device together with the IP address of the user's device and the VPNID. 

3. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
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by a user's device which joins an OVPN (Opt i ca l V i rtua l Pr i vat e N e twork) and a second 
signal format which is used in the OVPN are different from each other; and 

an OVPN terminating device for communicating with the user's device wherein 
the OVPN terminating device is provided with: 

a registering section for registering a first signal format type which is sent from 
the user's device so as to be used in the user's device together with an IP address of 
the user's device and a VPNID; 

a notifying section for notifying the registered contents to other OVPN terminating 
device which controls a device which receives a calling connection request when the 
calling connection request arrives from the user's device; 

a selecting section for selecting the first signal format which is used by a user's 
device which is accommodated by the OVPN terminating device and which is a 
destination of a calling connection request transmitted from a user's device 
accommodated by the other OVPN terminating device for communication with the 
user's device accommodated by the other OVPN terminating device with reference to 
the registered contents notified from the other OVPN terminating device; 

a receiving and selecting section which receives the first signal format type 
information which is used in the device which receives the calling connection request 
from the other OVPN terminating device so as to respond to a notice from the notifying 
section and selects the first signal format type which is used in the user's device 
according to the format type information. 
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4. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with a user's device which joins an OVPN 
comprising: 

a port: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a registering section for registering a first signal format type which is sent from 
the user's device so as to be used in the user's device together with an IP address of 
the user's device and a VPNID; 

a notifying section for notifying the registered contents to other OVPN terminating 
device which controls a device which receives a calling connection request when the 
calling connection request arrives from the user's device; 

a selecting section for selecting the first signal format which is used by a user's 
device which is accommodated by the OVPN terminating device and which is a 
destination of a calling connection request transmitted from a user's device 
accommodated by the other OVPN terminating device for communication with the 
user's device accommodated by the other OVPN terminating device with reference to 
the registered contents notified from the other OVPN terminating device; 
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a receiving and selecting section which receives the first signal format type 
information which is used in the device which receives the calling connection request 
from the other OVPN terminating device so as to respond to a notice from the notifying 
section and selects the first signal format type which is used in the user's device 
according to the format type information. 

5. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins an OVPN (Opt i ca l Virtual Pr i vate Network) and a second 
signal format which is used in the OVPN are different from each other; and 

an OVPN terminating device for communicating with the user's device, wherein 

the OVPN terminating device is provided with: 

a registering section for registering at least a first signal format type which is sent 
from the user's device so as to be used in the user's device together with an IP address 
of the user's device and a VPNID; 

a notifying and selecting section for notifying the registered contents to other 
OVPN terminating device which controls the device which receives the calling 
connection request from the user's device when the calling connection request arrives 
from the user's device and selecting the first signal format type which can be used in the 
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user's device handled between other OVPN terminating device and the own OVPN 
terminating device commonly according to the registered contents; 

a retrieving section which retrieves information indicating a vacancy of the 
converting section for the alternate converting operation both in the own OVPN 
terminating device and other OVPN device when the first signal format type which is 
selected by the selecting section is different from a second signal format type; and 

a selecting section which selects at least either one of the converting section for 
the alternate converting operation which is not occupied for the own OVPN terminating 
device and other OVPN device according to the retrieving result by the retrieving 
section. 



6. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with the user's device comprising: 
a port; 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins an OVPN and a second signal format which is used in the 
OVPN are different from each other; 

a registering section for registering at least a first signal format type which is sent 
from the user's device so as to be used in the user's device together with an IP address 
of the user's device and a VPNID; 
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a notifying and selecting section for notifying the registered contents to other 
OVPN terminating device which controls the device which receives the calling 
connection request from the user's device when the calling connection request arrives 
from the user's device and selecting the first signal format type which can be used in the 
user's device handled between other OVPN terminating device and the own OVPN 
terminating device commonly according to the registered contents; 

a retrieving section which retrieves information indicating a vacancy of the 
converting section for the alternate converting operation both in the own OVPN 
terminating device and other OVPN device when the first signal format type which is 
selected by the selecting section is different from a second signal format type; and 

a selecting section which selects at least either one of the converting section for 
the alternate converting operation which is not occupied for the own OVPN terminating 
device and other OVPN device according to the retrieving result by the retrieving 
section. 

9. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a plurality of OVPN terminating devices which accommodate user's devices and 
which are not provided with sections for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately; and 

a plurality of collective converting devices, 
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wherein each of the collective converting devices comprises a plurality of 
converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to plural different first 
signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second signal format alternately 
under conditions in which the first signal format which is used by a user's device which 
joins an OVPN and a second signal format which is used in the OVPN are different from 
each other, the converting sections being commonly used by the plurality of OVPN 
terminating devices and 

each of the OVPN terminating devices selects a collective tho co ll oct i vo 
converting device which is disposed nearest to each of the OVPN terminating devices, 
and 

if the collective converting device which is disposed nearest to each of the OVPN 
terminating devices is occupied, each of the OVPN terminating devices selects a next 
th e n e xt nearest collective converting device. 

10. (Currently Amended) An optical communication network which is provided 
with an Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) QVP-N system according to Claim 9. 

13. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with a user's device which joins an OVPN 
comprising: 

a port: 
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a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a retrieving section for detecting whether or not there is a section for performing 
the alternate converting operation so as to correspond to the signal format type under 
condition the first signal format is different from the second signal format when the first 
signal format type information which is used in the user's device is received; 

a generating section for generating an IP address and a VPN ID to the user's 
device when there is a section for performing the alternate converting operation as a 
result of the retrieving operation by the retrieving section; 

a registering section for registering the IP address, the VPNID generated by the 
generating section, and the first signal format type information which is used by the 
user's device to which the IP address and the VPNID are added; and 

a notifying section for notifying first signal format type information which 
corresponds to a vacant converting section for performing the alternate converting 
operation to the user's device when the retrieving result in the retrieving section 
indicates that there is not a section for performing the alternate converting operation, 

wherein in the case in which the user's device is notified of the first signal format 
type information, if it is possible for the user's device to change the first signal format 
type to another first signal format type corresponding to the first signal format type 
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information, the registration is performed for the other first signal format type, and if it is 
not possible for the user's device to change the first signal format type to the other first 
signal format type, the registration is performed for the first signal format type after a 
certain period of time. 

18. (Currently Amended) A base point device which is disposed between the 
Optical Virtual Private Network (QVPN) QVPN system according to Claim 1 and the 
user's device which communicates with the OVPN system or with an OVPN terminating 
device or between the OVPN system according to Claim 1 and the OVPN terminating 
device comprising: 

a port: 

a determining section for determining a first signal format type which is used in 
the user's device; 

a transmitting section for transmitting the format type information which is 
determined by the determining section to the OVPN terminating device; and 

a maintaining section for maintaining the generated IP address and the VPNID. 

19. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,360 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2477 

by a user's device which joins an OVPN and a second signal format which is used in the 
OVPN are different from each other; 

an OVPN terminating device for communicating with the user's device, wherein 
the OVPN terminating device is provided with: 

a retrieving section for detecting whether or not there are converting sections 
which correspond to a plurality of the signal format types under condition the first signal 
format is different from the second signal format when the first signal format type 
information which is used in the user's device is received; 

a generating section for generating a plurality of IP addresses which correspond 
to a plurality of format types and a VPNID to the user's device when there is a detected 
converting section for performing the alternate converting operation as a result of the 
retrieving operation by the retrieving section; and 

a registering section for registering the VPNID which is added by the generating 
section, a plurality of IP addresses, and a plurality of the first signal format type 
information which are used by the user's device to which the VPNID and a plurality of 
the IP addresses are added; and 

a section for employing a converting section which corresponds to the IP address 
which is contained in the calling connection request which is transmitted for a 
communication following the calling connection request by referring to the registering 
section when the calling connection request arrives from the user's device. 
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20. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with a user's device which joins an OVPN 
comprising: 

a port: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a retrieving section for detecting whether or not there are converting sections 
which correspond to a plurality of the signal format types under condition the first signal 
format is different from the second signal format when the first signal format type 
information which is used in the user's device is received; 

a generating section for generating a plurality of IP addresses which correspond 
to a plurality of format types and a VPNID to the user's device when there is a detected 
converting section for performing the alternate converting operation as a result of the 
retrieving operation by the retrieving section; and 

a registering section for registering the VPNID which is added by the generating 
section, a plurality of IP addresses, and a plurality of the first signal format type 
information which are used by the user's device to which the VPNID and a plurality of 
the IP addresses are added; and 
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a section for employing a converting section which correspond to the IP address 
which is contained in the calling connection request which is transmitted for a 
communication following the calling connection request by referring to the registering 
section when the calling connection request arrives from the user's device. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A base point device which is disposed between the 
user's device and the Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN system according 
to Claim 19 which accommodates the user's device or between the user's device and 
the OVPN terminating device which accommodates the user's device, the base point 
device comprising: 

a port: 

a determining section for determining a first signal format type which is used in 
the user's device; 

a transmitting section for transmitting the format type information which is 
determined by the determining section to the OVPN terminating device; and 

a maintaining section for maintaining the plurality of generated IP addresses, the 
VPNID, and a plurality of the first signal format type information. 

27. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with a user's device which joins an OVPN 
comprising: 

a port; 
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a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a detecting section for detecting whether or not the user's device is connected; 

a generating section for adding the IP address and the VPN ID to the user's 
device according to a control channel when the retrieving result in the detecting section 
indicates that the user's device is connected; 

a receiving and determining section for receiving at least a test signal which is 
transmitted via a data channel by using the IP address from the user's device and 
determining at least the first signal format type which belongs to the user's device; 

a retrieving section for retrieving whether or not there is a converting section for 
performing the alternate converting operation so as to correspond to the format type 
according to the determining result by the determining section when the first signal 
format type which is used by the user's device is different from the second signal format 
type; and 

a registering section for registering the IP address and the VPNID which are 
added by the generating section, and the first signal format type information which is 
determined by the determining section which is used by the user's device to which the 
VPNID and the IP address are added when the retrieving result by the retrieving section 
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indicates that there is a converting section for performing the alternate converting 
operation. 

30. (Currently Amended) A base point device which is disposed between the 
Optical Virtual Private Network (QVPN) QVPN terminating device according to Claim 27 
and the user's device which communicates with the OVPN terminating device 
comprising: 

a port: 

a detecting section for detecting whether or not the user's device is connected to 
the base point device; 

a receiving and maintaining section for receiving the IP address and the VPNID 
which are added to the base point device via the control channel from the OVPN 
terminating device; and 

a transmitting section for transmitting the test signal for at least the first signal 
format which is used by the user's device to the OVPN terminating device via the data 
channel after the IP address and the VPNID are added to the base point device. 

43. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a plurality of optical cross connecting devices; and 

a plurality of collective converting devices, 

wherein each of the collective converting devices comprises: 
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a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format in a layer 1 which 
is employed in a user's device which joins an OVPN and a second signal format which 
is utilized in an upper layer than the layer 1 which is employed in the OVPN alternately 
under conditions in which the first signal format which is used by a user's device which 
joins the OVPN and the second signal format which is used in the OVPN are different 
from each other and 

the converting section for performing the alternate converting operation is 
provided with: 

a transmitting section for transmitting the first signal format which is transmitted 
from the user's device to the OVPN by encapsulating the first signal format by the 
second signal format; and a transmitting section for transmitting the encapsulated signal 
which is encapsulated by the second signal format which is transmitted from the OVPN 
to the user's device by de-encapsulating to the first signal format, and 

the converting sections are commonly used by the plurality of optical cross 
connecting devices, and 

each of the optical cross connecting devices selects the collective converting 
device which is disposed nearest to each of the optical cross connecting devices. 

47. (Currently Amended) An optical communication network which is provided 
with an Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) QV-P-N system according to Claim 43. 
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49. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with a user's device which joins an OVPN 
comprising: 

a port: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a receiving and transmitting section for receiving a notice that the user's device is 
connected to a base point device via the control channel from the base point device 
which is disposed between the user's device and the OVPN and transmitting the IP 
address and the VPNID which are allocated to the user's device to the base point 
device; 

a receiving section for receiving a receipt confirmation for the IP address and the 
VPNID which are transmitted by the receiving and transmitting section; and 

a transmitting section for transmitting a final connection confirmation for notifying 
the receipt of the receipt confirmation by the receiving section to the base point device. 

53. (Currently Amended) A base point device which is disposed between the 
Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN terminating device according to Claim 49 
and a user's device which communicates with the OVPN terminating device comprising: 
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a port: 

a detecting section for detecting whether or not the user's device is connected to 
the base point device; 

a notifying section for notifying at least one of the OVPN terminating device via 
the control channel that it is detected that the user's device is connected to the base 
point device; 

a receiving section for receiving the IP address and the VPNID which are 
allocated to the user's device from the OVPN terminating device via the control channel; 

a transmitting section for transmitting a receipt confirmation that the receiving 
section received the IP address and the VPNID to the OVPN terminating device; and 

a transmitting section the first signal format type information which is used by the 
user's device, the IP address, and the VPNID to the OVPN terminating device which 
received the final connection receipt for the receipt confirmation via the control channel. 

58. (Currently Amended) A base point device which is disposed between an 
Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN and a user's device comprising: 
a port; 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 
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a multiplying and transmitting section for multiplying and transmitting a plurality of 
optical wavelength signals which are used in a plurality of the user's devices to the 
OVPN; 

a separating and transmitting section for separating and transmitting the 
multiplied optical wavelength signals which arrive from the OVPN to the user's devices; 
and 

a notifying section for notifying the OVPN of wavelength information and 
information for the wavelengths which are transmitted under a multiplied condition so as 
to be used in the user's devices. 



59. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
terminating device for communicating with the user's device via the base point device 
according to Claim 58 comprising: 

a port: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a multiplying and transmitting section for multiplying and transmitting a plurality of 
optical wavelength signals which are used in the user's device to the OVPN; and 
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a separating and transmitting section for separating and transmitting the 
multiplied optical wavelength signals which arrive from the base point device so as to 
transmit to a predetermined course according to information which is notified from the 
notifying section. 

60. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a base point device which is disposed between an OVPN and a user's device; 

and 

an OVPN terminating device which communicates with the user's device via the 
base point device, 

wherein the base point device comprises: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a converting and transmitting section for converting a serial signal which is 
transmitted from the user's device into a plurality of parallel signals so as to transmit to 
the OVPN; 
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a converting and transmitting section for converting a plurality of the parallel 
signals which arrive from the OVPN into a serial signal so as to transmit to the user's 
device; and 

a notifying section for notifying the OVPN of information for the topology of the 
parallel signals and information that the serial signals are converted to the parallel 
signals, and 

the OVPN terminating device comprises: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; and 

an inputting section for inputting the parallel signals which are divided from a 
series of serial signals into the plurality of converting sections for performing the 
alternate converting operation so as to correspond to the first signal format type 
information according to the information which is notified from the notifying section in 
the base point device. 

62. (Currently Amended) An Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN 
system comprising: 

a base point device which is disposed between an OVPN and a user's device; 

and 
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an OVPN terminating device which communicates with the user's device via the 
base point device, 

wherein the base point device comprises: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a multiplying and transmitting section for multiplying the parallel signal which is 
converted from the serial signal which is transmitted from the user's device so as to 
transmit to the OVPN; 

a separating and transmitting section for separating the multiplied wavelength 
signals which arrive from the OVPN into the parallel signals and converting the parallel 
signals into the serial signals so as to transmit to the user's device; and 

a notifying section for notifying the OVPN of the information that the serial signals 
are converted to the parallel signals, the information for a topology of the parallel 
signals, and the information that the parallel signals are transmitted under wavelength- 
multiplied condition, and 

the OVPN terminating device comprises: 

a plurality of converting sections, which are disposed so as to correspond to 
plural different first signal formats, for converting a first signal format and a second 
signal format alternately under conditions in which the first signal format which is used 
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by a user's device which joins the OVPN and a second signal format which is used in 
the OVPN are different from each other; 

a multiplying and transmitting section for multiplying the parallel signals which 
arrive from the OVPN so as to transmit to the base point device; 

a separating and transmitting section for separating the multiplied optical 
wavelength signals which arrive from the base point device so as to transmit to the 
OVPN as the parallel signals; and 

an inputting section for inputting the parallel signals which are divided from the 
multiplied wavelength signals into the plurality of converting sections for performing the 
alternate converting operation so as to correspond to the first signal format type 
information according to the information which is notified from the notifying section in 
the base point device. 

69. (Currently Amended) An optical communication network which is provided 
with an Optical Virtual Private Network (OVPN) OVPN terminating device according to 
any one of Claims 2, 1 3, 27, 49, and 59. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA SMITH whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1826. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30am-7pm, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chirag Shah can be reached on 571-272-3144. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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